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With colossal dimensions and a permanent 
concentration of workers, oil refineries sometimes 
look like industrial metropolises. 


The European Union's recent targets of carbon 
neutrality by 2050 and the scientific progress of 
recent years in developing cleaner and more 
sustainable energy sources have contributed to the 
closure of several refineries throughout Europe. 


Due to the complexity and size of its 
infrastructure, to the need to remove 
large amounts of hazardous 
materials and to the cleaning of soils, 
its decommissioning is usually a long 
and surgical process that takes 
several years to complete. 
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These images were taken in a refinery in the process of being 
dismantled, a product of the current energy transition. In a total state 
of stillness, the structures now seem abandoned and nature has 
gradually begun to claim control of the terrain. 
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The European Union's recent targets of carbon 
neutrality by 2050 and the scientific progress of 
recent years in developing cleaner and more 
sustainable energy sources have contributed to 
the closure of several refineries throughout 
Europe. 
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